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catch a glimpse of Maina as il was mora
"'. ! 0 than a 100 years ago, you might sample a
stow ride along West Road in Wesi
Bowdain, Just a hundred yards from the
iMersection wilh the Bowdoinham Road, a red house
and barn fill the wiew, ane of the lang connecied strac-
tures for which New England is famous. This is the
Purnton housa, built in 1820 by Mathaniel Purindan,
Mext 1o it is the West Bowdoin Cametery. Then the
West Bowdoin Baptist Church

stas

fostering

W idTrecMes s rA M CE I I I

the family home in West Bowdoin and stifl owned Lhe
field and woods that her great-grandfather Nathaniel
had purchased from Kennebes Froprieior Bober
Hallpwell Gardiner in 183). Developers had
approached him, but he preferad to keep the land and
house as fhey were, Her father might be able to make
Ihat possibla. Was this the right land frus1? A few
meonths later, the land frust bowught the entire Punnten
Farm wilh stock donated by Lila's parents, Harold and
Dolly— the house and its 8 acres,

builf im 18346, in large part hy
Mathanie! Purintan whao was
minister ther= for three
decades. Tha hay fiekd and
woods of the Androscogqin
Land Trust's 140-acra
Purinton Praserve lace the
road an the ather side.
Tagether they create an oasis
of 19th cenfury landscape in &
town an its way io becaming
a commuter hawven for people
with pobs alsewhans,

For faur years, the land

The properity alse has fistoric
varllie in Hie eyes J_Ff-l'.ffv foriind

fustorical soctety and the cont-
muerely al lavge, which for |

years fas refevred to the louse

| s Red Gables Jor ils distinctive

color and architectiral

features.

a 2-acre lot that Richand Purinion
had acquired from the West
Bowdoin Cemelery Association,
and th= 140 acres of fizlds and
wioods. Richard confinued to live
in the house undar a lifetime
lzase. Tha land trust placed a
Declaration of Trust an the 140
apres to kaep it undeveloped for
thie genesrations to come and
refurned the #-acre ot 1o the
cametery assaciation with resing-
tive covenanis to ensure 1hal
piece af land was only used for

trust cwned the Purintan
House, Mow it has new inhakhitants, bul nol sirangers,
Cn June 10, the land trust sold the Purinion house and
its 9-acra lot 1o Matthew Purintan, who grew up there,
the fiflh ganaration of Purinton e live in tha house.
The siory of this sals began for tha land tnest 5 years
ago with a phone call.

I the surmemar aof 2000, Lila Punnion of Califarniz
ielephonad the land trest with an intriguing and caom-
pletaly unsolicited inguiny- Her Uncle Richard lived in

cametery purposes, Except for
land trust signs that appeared on A trae at the
anfranca o lhe Purinton Preserve, by all outward
appearancas, nathing had changed. Even the same
farmer conlinuad 1o hay the fisld,

For lour yaars land frust board members enjoyed
Hichard's company, his stories of life in Was! Bowdain
and elsewhere, and reflections on his men's group. In
late Oclober of last year, Richard passed away, leaving
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?HTEH tﬂn, confinued lrom page 1

the land trust as owner wilh a decision 1o make: whether
to sell the house or find a new lanant. It was an easy deci-
sicn, Mallthew Purinton, Bichard's youngest son, asked 10
buy the howse and the land trust was able (o retum it to
the family, with
resincbons thal will o
prosane ils characler B0
i he house shauld
ever ba sold oul of
the family again.

As owner and sell-
ar, Ihe land rust
faced a unigue arnd
new challenge in
deciding whal reslric-
lons 1o place on the
property prior to sale.
Land Irusts hald
easements o pre-
serve he natural val-
wes of a placa-
valdlife and plant
habital and watar
quality--lhe scenic
views, and long
eslablished public
usas. The Purinlon
property has conser-
valion valua- tha
vratar and wellands
ol Purinton Broak,
which definas the
narlh baundary, offer
good wading bird and
fish habitat. The land
truesl decidad 1o pro-
tact those values by
requiring buffars and
a larm plan il lhe
owner were to resstablish a small farm there, Faw land
trusts, howsver, have melded the natural and historic val-
uas of lard by holding preservation resinctions on the
buildings as well. The propery also has histonic value In
the eyves of the local historical socigty and the community
af large, which for vears has referred 1o the house as Red
Gables for ils distinclive color and architectural features

With the advice and encouragement of Christi Milchell of
the Maine Historic Presensation Commission and Sally
Rand and Judy Barrington of Maine Preservation, the
statewide non-profit for histarie prasersation, the land {rust
drafted and agreed to hold restriciions o keep the histornic
character. The easement prasaerves the front fagade of 1he
house and bam and its roaflineg the elements thal people
see when they pass by on West Road. Any new buildings
musl be buill wilkin am area that oughly encompasses all
the buildings- a large bam and chicken coop-- thal wera
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entire famify.

2 Vistas

Marlt, Sam, Kefly and Christopier Purinton in the
bpackyard hanmock. Fachavd Purinton, Matt'’s father,
planted one of the hammock trees when Matt was
young, and now (it i ready o hold the weight of the

once fhere.

The combined conservation and preserallon resiriclions
ara a first for the Androscogoin Land Trusl They rellect an
understaling that people shape the landscape throwgh
[hedr structuras and their management of he land itsol
and thal bast aspects of each deserve presersalion. As
Matt said, they will also assure thatl athors wha Iollow him
mamnm 12ke care 10 preserve

' he fealuras of (e
= |and thal reflect his
Tamily's 200 years of
slewardship.

A5 for the naw resi-
g dents, they are enjoy-
L ing both the housa
¥ and the land.

The youngest resis

Z4 dents, without any
V prompting from Dad,

‘h},},! # seem o be recreating

'i‘_ o 1 s childnaod -

——

Christopher has dis-
coversd the pleasuare
of haging in the veg-
elable garden, sinking
his shoas in the dirt,
and explaring the
cemetary 1o find
Furintan family grava-
stones, Oider brother
Sam waves his arm
withy Ball in hand and
e savs, Ul lika o play
SEs baseball in my cwn 2-
acre backyard”,

Ewen 1o Matl who
Ihcught e Kraw all
of s nocks and cran-
mies and hiding
places, the house
has offered some
surprises like the

carefully laid brick floor hidgden under manure in the basa-
ment of the barn. The land has its surpnses as well,=-
Mall can hear 1he brook fiowing in 1he quict avening.

Helly, when she's not playing baseball wilh Sam, linds
the house "so warm and welcoming that | just like 1o be
inside if."

Indead it is warm and welcoming, with The newly sanded
and polished floors, re-plated wood stove in the kitchen,
and new wallpaper. But mast of all, it is warm and welcom-
ing becausea the Purnion arg. The land lresl walcomas
them back home and looks fonsard to field Lhips inlbe
Fraserse with them as local quidas.

Arficle witten by Bonmeg Lowunshuny. Bonee and Adnan
Wadswonth of Cancepls af Place ware the land Irusi's pro-
et managers for e Pudinton egasamant.
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rawl:

Jt has come to Maine

Alan Caron, President of GrowSmart Maine
was the keynote speaker at the land trust's
annual meeting this past June. GrowSmart
Maine is a non-profit organization and their mis-
slon is to mobilize people in Maine lo protect
their communities from the negative effects of
sprawl. Land trust members and the public
learned from Alan how to define sprawl and
undersiand how it affects our communities right
hare in Maine.

Although Maine has a modest population
growth compared to the rest of country, the city
of Portland was identified in 2001 as the worst
sprawling city in the northeast and the ninth

Maine Wildlife on 2500 acre blocks
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worst sprawling city in the country. Alan
explained the reason for this is due to the way
wa are growing. We are spreading outward from
our towns and cities into new suburbs created in
rural towns.

Qur typical idea of sprawl conjures up images
of congested lour-lane highways. However, Alan
presentad other images that more appropriataly
define sprawl. Sprawl appears as single-family
detached homes occupied by households that
commute to wark and are built at low density
well beyond walking distance from every day
services. In another image, he described how
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SPRAWL IS AN

ENVIRONMENTAL
PROBLEM

» The cutting up of our rural areas intc house
lots reduces wildlife habitat, water quality
and forested land.

» Growing auto use contributes to air and
health probiems.

+ The sprawl system requires growing
amaunts of fuel and energy to sustain.

auto-oriented commercial development separat-
ed from other land uses contributes to the true
image of sprawl

Sprawl is not only an environmental problem, it
is costly. The sprawl system reguires growing
amounts of fuel and energy to sustain. Spreading
populations costs all taxpayers more in new
roads, schools and services. On a more person-
al level, sprawl is increasingly linked to health
problems and obesity among children and adults
associated with reductions in walking.

Whal can we do? Support the revitalization of
Maine's towns and cities, protect critical foresls,
farms and open spaces, and work with towns to
promole new models of development that
encourage closer-knit neighborhoods and less
auto depandency.

Teaaking aboil Spamad
Maine Wildlife on 1 - 10 acre blocks
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